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without a protest against such degrading scepticism." Love for
mankind we see and feel in our own experience to be inviolable;
it is final. Love knows no ulterior motive beyond itself, and will
permit no doubt as to the fact that it is its own justification.

And yet let no one imagine that we are mere visionaries and
weak-minded idealists as to the moral worth of man. Although
we emphasize and believe in a direct appeal to the moral senti-
ments in man, nevertheless we recognize that belief in a personal
God, and the hope of immortality, have helped to keep men up to
the line of duty; and if we had nothing to fall back upon but the
direct love of righteousness we should count our movement weak
indeed. But we recognize that besides love for mankind and
conscience there are many other motives to which we could
appeal as supports to the moral life. * These motives are lower;
but nevertheless are necessary, and serve the cause of goodness.
Besides the inward moral sanction to right action, we would set
before men the four other sanctions : first, we recognize that nine
times out of ten among the uneducated classes of society wrong-
doing is due to ignorance of the natural consequences of the
wrong act upon the bodies and minds and fortunes of the doers.
We would aim to remove this ignorance, thus bringing home to
men's imagination the evils to which they unwillingly or thought-
lessly expose themselves. The natural consequences, which we
call the natural sanction of conduct, tkus furnish us with a
powerful appeal to enlightened self-interest. But to the natural
sanction may be added the legal sanction which attaches in
society to the coarser forms of wrong-doing; and to both these
the social sanction, the praise and blame of one's neighbours, may
come in as a powerful supplement. The love of approbation and
the fear of disgrace may be made a thousandfold more effective
than they are to-day. Besides this we can develop sympathy,
and thus bring to our aid the desire to avoid the pain of seeing
others suffer, and to gain the pleasure of seeing others happy.

But to teach these aids to character and conduct is only a part
of our undertaking as an Ethical Movement. Preaching is not
our chief means of furthering the spread of goodness throughout
society. We shall also attempt, so far as lies in our power, to
change the physical and social environment of men, so that it
shall be more favourable to a truly human life. We expect the
members of our society to do more for the community than the
current morality of the day demands. We recognize that work
for mankind of every wise sort is the most eloquent preaching.
There is no way to convince people that one believes in brother-
hood like proving oneself a brother.